
KS1.CB.T1    Area of study: Line and Colour 
 
Unit aims / outcome: To use horizontal and vertical lines to create a 
grid for their own composition in the style of Piet Mondrian. 

Art and Design concepts to organise knowledge: 
Drawing: To learn how to use a ruler to draw horizontal and vertical lines.  
 
Painting: To know how to use the primary colours in the style of Piet Mondrian. 

Key strands of learning: 
Disciplinary knowledge: 
(line, tone, shape, space etc…) 
 
To use horizontal and vertical lines to enclose space and create squares and rectangles.  

Learning in Reception: 
Children will have had lots of 
mark-making experiences with 
various media (pencils, crayons, 
pens, chalk, paint), which will 
have enabled them to work on 
their gross and fine motor skills 
to make a range of marks and 
visual images. Children will 
know that the primary colours 
are red, blue and yellow and 
have used them in their own 
work. 
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NC objective: Vocabulary and crucial knowledge: 

To use a range of 
materials creatively to 
design and make 
products. 
 
To use drawing, painting 
and sculpture to develop 
and share their ideas, 
experiences and 
imagination. 
 
To develop a wide range 
of art and design 
techniques in using 
colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and 
space. 
 

Context of study:  
Children will learn that an artist is someone who draws or paints 
pictures or creates sculptures as a job or a hobby.  
Children will be inspired by Piet Mondrian, who was best known for 
his abstract paintings. 
Children will learn that abstract art does not show things that are 
recognisable such as people, objects or landscapes. Instead artists 
like Mondrian used horizontal and vertical lines to achieve effect. 
Children will learn how to use a ruler to draw horizontal and 
vertical lines.  
Children will recap the primary colours and know that Mondrian 
used red, blue and yellow for most of his artwork. 
Children will apply their knowledge of horizontal and vertical lines 
to create their own artwork based on Piet Mondrian Compositions.  
 



To learn about the work 
of a range of artists, 
craft makers and 
designers, describing the 
differences and 
similarities between 
different practices and 
disciplines, and making 
links to their own work. 

 
 
Crucial Knowledge: 
To know that Piet Mondrian was an artist who was best known for 
his abstract paintings. 
To know that abstract art does not show things that are 
recognisable such as people, objects or landscapes. Instead 
Mondrian used lines to create effect. 
To learn how to hold a ruler in one hand and draw with the other.  
To learn how to gently push your pencil against the ruler to draw 
lines. 
To know how to use a ruler to draw horizontal and vertical lines. 
To enclose space using horizontal and vertical lines to create 
squares and rectangles. 
To draw horizontal and vertical lines to create an asymmetric grid 
in the style of Mondrian. 
To know that the primary colours are red, blue and yellow. 
To know that the word composition describes the way that 
different elements are put together in a work of art. 

 

 


